Histochemistry of the human hair follicle.
Immunohistochemistry of the human hair follicle is of increasing interest in hair research. The data on antigen distribution in the different epithelial and mesenchymal structures of this unique skin appendage are superfluous now. In the present chapter, I will concentrate on selected aspects related to hair follicle differentiation, epithelial-mesenchymal interactions, proliferation and metabolic activity. Hair diseases are common. Not unusually, hair growth and structure reflect systemic disturbances. Basic knowledge of hair anatomy and histochemistry is required for their rational evaluation. Immunohistochemistry is a valuable tool for microanatomy of the hair apparatus. It offers a link between the biochemical data and structural components of hair follicles, which may help to better understand physiology of hair growth and hair diseases.